
Pentecost and the “Great Commis-

sion” are closely tied together.  In 

fact, the church cannot “...go and 
make disciples of all nations…” with-

out the indwelling Holy Spirit. 

 
We celebrate Pentecost remember-

ing the start of the New Testament 
Church.  Pentecost is the “First 
Fruits” of the harvest, the baptism 

of the Holy Spirit promised in Acts 
1:5, and is announced in Acts 2:1-4, 
“When the Day of Pentecost had fully 
come, they were all with one accord in 

one place.  And suddenly there came a 
sound from heaven, as of a rushing 
mighty wind, and it filled the whole 

house where they were sitting.  Then 
there appeared to them divided 

tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon 

each of them.  And they were all filled 

with the Holy Spirit...”   

 
The “Great Commission” is the last 
command given to the disciples 

found in Matthew 28:18-20, “And 
Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, 
„All authority has been given to Me in 

heaven and on earth.  Go therefore 
and make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, teaching them to observe all 

things that I have commanded you; and 
lo, I am with you always, even to the 
end of the age.‟ Amen.”  By this com-

mand Jesus sent the apostles to go 
and establish the church. The 
church is the body of Christ whose 

mission is to disciple the nations. 

 
The “Great Commission” is given 
power at Pentecost by the filling of 
the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit is 
the driving force within the church 

to be witnesses, thus the power of 
the “Great Commission”.  In Acts 
1:8, Christ tells the Apostles, "But 

you shall receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you; and you 

shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, 

and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the end of the earth." It was the bap-
tism of the Holy Spirit that drove 

the disciples out into the world to 
be witnesses and make disciples.  
And ever since the beginning of the 

Church at Pentecost we are still 
called to be a witness to the world 
for Jesus Christ, making disciples 

through the work of the Holy Spirit. 
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Christ’s Sending of the Holy Spirit                      by R. C. Sproul 
I have much more to say to you, more 
than you can now bear. But when he, 

the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide 

you into all truth. [John 16:12–13] 

 
Just as Moses called the people 
together on the plains of Moab to 

pass his mantle to Joshua, so Jesus 
called his disciples to the upper 
room and explained to them that 

the Spirit would come to take his 
place. This notion of dynastic succes-
sion is all-important to our under-
standing of the events of the Day of 

Pentecost. Jesus, enthroned on high 
after his ascension, was sending the 

Spirit to continue his work. 

 
Why does the King James Version 

call the Holy Spirit the Comforter? Is 
it because he comes to comfort us 

when we are distressed? No, that is 
not the reason. In the English of that 
time, comfort was understood to 

come from two Latin words, cum and 
fortis, which meant “with strength.” 
The Spirit is called the comforter 

because he comes to strengthen us in 
all that we do. We must begin to 
think of the Spirit as One who comes 
before we engage the world, granting 

strength, rather than only after we 

might sense defeat or loss. 

 
In John 14:16 Jesus had said, “I will 
ask the Father, and he will give you 

another Counselor to be with you 
forever—the Spirit of truth.” If the 

Spirit is “another Counselor,” who 
is the first? Jesus himself. The actual 

Greek term translated counselor is 
parakletos, and refers to an attorney 

called alongside to help. 

 
Jesus was saying, “I hold the title 

Paraclete. I am your Defense Attor-
ney. I stand beside you. But I am 
leaving, so I will send another Para-

clete. And I will be with you always, 
even to the end of the age. How am 
I going to be with you? By the pres-
ence of this One whom I will send 

to you.” It is the Spirit who makes 

Christ present to us, and us to him. 
 

Sproul, R. (2000, c1992). Vol. 1: Before the face of 

God : Book One: A daily guide for living from the 

book of Romans.  
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Pentecost and the Great Commission        by  Pastor Tom Bellhy 

Pentecost Sunday 

May 23, 2010 
 

"But you shall receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 

you shall be witnesses to Me in Jeru-
salem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 

and to the end of the earth."   

Acts 1:8 



But the fruit of the Spirit is 

love, joy, peace, longsuffer-

ing, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, self

-control. Against such 

there is no law. (Galatians 

5:22-23) 

 
An examination of the fruits of 

the Spirit can be intimidating. 

Working all nine of these traits 

into your life seems impossible, 

and indeed it is. But the mo-

ment you became a Christian, 

the Holy Spirit began a divine 

work to produce Christ’s char-

acter in you. Regardless of who 

you are, the Spirit works from 

the same model, Jesus Christ. 

The Spirit looks to Christ in 

order to find the blueprint for 

your character. The Spirit will 

immediately begin helping you 

experience and practice the 

same love that Jesus had when 

He laid down His life for His 

friends. The same joy He ex-

perienced will now fill you. The 

identical peace that guarded 

the heart of Jesus, even as He 
was being beaten and mocked, 

will be the peace that the Spirit 

works to instill in you. The 

patience Jesus had for His most 

unteachable disciple will be the 

patience that the Spirit now 

develops in you. The kindness 

Jesus showed toward children 

and sinners will soften your 

heart toward others. There will 

be a goodness about you that is 

only explainable by the pres-

ence of the Spirit of God. The 

Spirit will build the same faith-

fulness into you that led Jesus 

to be entirely obedient to His 

Father. The Spirit will teach 

you self-control so that you 

will have strength to do what is 

right and to resist temptation. 
All of this is as natural as the 

growth of fruit on a tree. You 

do not have to orchestrate it 

on your own. It automatically 

begins the moment you be-

come a believer. How quickly it 

happens depends upon how 

completely you yield yourself 

to the Holy Spirit’s activity. 

Mission & Evangelism 

Chair: Shane McMurdy 

Wednesday, May 12, 8:30pm 

 

Christian Education 

Chair: Ashley Crile 

Wednesday, May 12, 7:00pm 

 

Building & Grounds 

Chair: Chuck Gongaware 

TBA 

 

Session Meeting  

Monday, May 17, 7:00-9:00pm 

 

Five Session Committees meet 

monthly and several others 

meet as needed. Contact the 

church if you are interested in 

any Committee.  The May 

meetings and Committee 

Chairs are as follows: 
 

Worship Committee 

Chair: Linda Lindsay 

Wednesday, May 12, 6:30pm 
 

Finance, Stewardship, and 

Endowment Committee 

Chair: Matt Johns 

Wednesday, May 12, 7:30pm 

Monthly Devotional 

Session Committee News 

Activity Calendar for April 

 

Pot Luck Dinner Friday, May 14, 6:30-8:00pm 

 
Congregational Meeting  

  Sunday, May 16, 12:00pm  
 

Session Meeting Monday, May 17, 7:00pm 

 

Young at Hearts Monday, May 17, 6:00pm 

 

Youth Group Meeting  

  Wednesday, May 19, 7:00pm 

 

Pentecost Sunday Sunday, May 23 

 

50 Year Member Dinner  

  Sunday, May 23, 12:30pm 

Sunday Services (11:00am & 5:00pm) and 
Sunday School Sunday May 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

 
 
Mother/Daughter Banquet 

  Wednesday, May 5,  6:00pm 
 

Committee Meetings: 

Worship Comm Wednesday, May 12, 6:30pm 

 

Finance, Stewardship, and Endowment 

  Wednesday, May 12, 7:30pm 

   

Mission/EvangelismWednesday, May 12, 8:30pm 

 

Christian Ed Wednesday, May 12, 7:30pm 

 

Building/Grounds TBA 

Lot’s of things 

going on in 

May… 

Come and  

join us! 
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Is serving Christ! 

Youth News 

May Sunday School  
Sunday May 2, 9, 16, 23, 30  
 

We are currently studying  

various world religions and  

comparing them to our  

Christian faith. Our study will 

include Buddhism, Hinduism, 
Islam, and Judaism.  If you would 

like a copy of the studies let 

Pastor Tom know.  

 

 

Youth Gathering 
Wednesday, May 19, 7:00-

8:00pm 



News from April 
April was such a busy month at 

our church and I would like to 

express my sincere thanks to 

everyone who participated in 

the various activities, including 

but not limited to the Pancake 

Breakfast crew, Prayer Vigil, 

Maundy Thursday Service, 

Good Friday Service, Sonrise 

Service, Easter Service, all you 

prayer warriors, our diligent 

and hard working Choir and 

Music Director, the Session, 

the Deacons, the Pledge Part-

ners, and all others. God bless 

you!              

Pastor Tom  

Current News: 

 
5th Annual Mother Daugh-

ter Banquet  

will be held on...  
Wednesday May 5, 2010 at 6pm 

at the church.  

Reservation deadline  

is Sunday April 25th.  
Cost is $10 for adults and $6 

for children 12 and under. 

Checks made payable to the 

church. 

 

Graduation Sunday 
We will honor our 2010 Gradu-

ates Brittany Clark and Alyssa 

Crile on Sunday, May 30, 2010.  

Brittany is planning on attend-

ing Geneva College and Alyssa 

is planning on attending 

Waynesburg University. 

 

 

Upcoming News: 

 

VBS is Coming! 
Get the word out and invite all 

the children you can to Vaca-

tion Bible School 

Son Quest Rainforest:  

Follow Jesus on a life  

challenging adventure...  

June 21-25th 9:00 to12:00 pm.  
 

 

More News 

Notes from the Office 

VBS Preparation:   
Donations of green and blue 
streamers, flower pots, large foam 

craft sheets, paint, tissue paper, 
burlap sacks, are needed for our 
tropical rainforest.  A date for the 

decorating party will soon be an-
nounced.  A box is located in the 

narthex for your donations.    

 

 

Adult Sunday School:   
Please attend the Adult Sunday 

School Class every Sunday at 
9:30am.  We start with a 15-20 
minute video and follow it with our 

study.  

 

 

Clothing Drive:   
The Deacons will be collecting 
clothes during the month of May. 
Donations will benefit The Wash-
ington City Mission and can be 

placed in room 15.  

 

 

50 Year Member Dinner:   
Sunday, May 23rd after the 11:00 
worship service.  Invitations were 
mailed last week; a signup sheet 

will be in the pews this morning for 

the congregation 

 

 

Wednesday, May 19:   
Youth Group Meeting will be at 
7:00, bring a friend and enjoy the 

fun!!   

Experiencing God Day by Day:  
Henry Blackabay’s Daily Devotion-

als are now available in the narthex.  
The cost of each book is $10 and 
checks can be placed in the offering 

plate.   

  

 
Third Church Monthly News-

letter 
As of April, 2010 the newsletter 

has been redesigned and will now 
come out every month.  You can 
access the newsletter on the 

church website at 
www.thirdupchurch.org, or request 
to have it sent out to you via email, 
or have it mailed to your house.  

Please submit any information you 
would like to include for June’s 
Newsletter by Wednesday, May 26, 

2010.   

 

 

PRAYER LIST: 

Clair Haas,  
Andree Craig (Romaine Duskey’s 

sister)  

Shirley White,  
Travis Buri (friend of Shannon Kerr 

and family),  

Clara Bell Smith,  

Sam Beton,   

Loretta Hoy,  

Henry & Freda Szotkowski,  

Our Homebound 

5th Annual Mother Daughter 

Banquet 
The Mother Daughter Banquet will 

be held Wednesday, May 5, 2010 at 
6:00pm.  Tickets: $10 for Adults 

and $6 for children 12 and under.  

 

 

Pot Luck Dinner:   
Friday, May 14th 6:30-8:00 Are you 

interested and willing to be a part 
of ways to grow our church?  Do 
you want your church to be even 

more vibrant and welcoming? Do 
you desire the Spirit of God to fill 
us in all we do for the glory of 
God?  Then come to this Friday 

Pot-Luck dinner where we will 

implement our strategy to do so.  

 

 

Congregational Meeting:   
Congregational Meeting will be 
held on Sunday, May 16th after the 

11:00 service.  Everyone is encour-

aged to attend. 

 

 
New Sign Contributions 

Needed:   
Our new church sign will arrive 

toward the middle of May.  Your 
contributions will help cover instal-
lation and constructions expenses. 

We will also need some volunteers 
to help install the sign. This will 
involve digging for posts, filling with 

concrete, digging a trench for the 

wiring, installing the wiring and sign. 

5th Annual 

Mother Daughter 

Banquet is May 

5, 2010 at 

6:00pm. 
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Motherõs Day Service at 

11:00 will include some 
singing by our young 
children in honor of 

Motherõs Day. 

Icy, Cold and Snowy 
Winter is finally over! 

http://www.thirdupchurch.org


22 Cortez Drive 
Washington, PA 15301 

 

Phone: 724-222-7490 
Fax: 724-229-7668 

E-mail: office@thirdupchurch.org 

 

every Mother in attendance. 

Today, white carnations are 

used to honor deceased Moth-

ers, while pink or red carna-

tions pay tribute to Mothers 

who are still alive. Andrew's 

Methodist Church exists to this 

day.  

 
US Government Adoption  

 
In 1908 a U.S. Senator from 

Nebraska, Elmer Burkett, pro-
posed making Mother's Day a 

national holiday at the request 

of the Young Men's Christian 

Association (YMCA). The pro-

posal was defeated, but by 

1909 forty-six states were 

holding Mother's Day services 

as well as parts of Canada and 

Mexico. 
Anna Jarvis quit working and 

devoted herself full time to the 

creation of Mother's Day, end-

lessly petitioning state govern-

Anna M. Jarvis's Mother's 

Day in 1908  

 
After Anna Reeves Jarvis died, 

her daughter Anna M. Jarvis 

campaigned for the creation of 

an official Mother’s Day in re-

membrance of her mother and 

in honor of peace. In 1908, 

Anna petitioned the superin-

tendent of the church where 

her Mother had spent over 20 

years teaching Sunday School. 

Her request was honored, and 

on May 10, 1908, the first offi-

cial Mother's Day celebration 

took place at Andrew's Meth-

odist Church in Grafton, West 

Virginia and a church in Phila-

delphia, Pennsylvania. The 

West Virginia event drew a 

congregation of 407 and Anna 

Jarvis arranged for white carna-

tions—her Mother’s favorite 

flower—to adorn the patrons. 

Two carnations were given to 

ments, business leaders, 

women groups, churches and 

other institutions and organiza-

tions. She finally convinced the 

World's Sunday School Asso-

ciation to back her, a key influ-

ence over state legislators and 

congress. In 1912 West Virginia 

became the first state to offi-

cially recognize Mother's Day, 
and in 1914 Woodrow Wilson 

signed it into national obser-

vance, declaring the second 

The History of Mother’s Day 

www.thirdupchurch.org 

 


